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In Attendance 
Council Members: 

Grace Acle (virtual) 

Zahra Allidina 

Noureen Badwi 

Ryan Blosser 

Crisaly De Los Santos 

Aidan Douglas 

Benjamin Forest 

Kamri Gooding 

Jesse Harris, Jr. 

Ian Herd 

Marvin Li (virtual) 

Maya Matava 

Malachi Macon (virtual) 

Teresa Okello 

Kennedy Smith (virtual) 

Alex Xhane 

 

Staff: 

Christina Drushel Williams

 

Introduction 

● Meeting called to order at 1:00 pm 

● Members introduced themselves and shared their favorite candy. 

○ Teresa Okello, newly appointed member from the Speaker of the House, joined the 

Council for her first meeting. 

● Approval of the minutes 

 

Updates 

 MSDE Health Education Framework Retreat 

o Following the approval of the new health education regulations in the Fall, the State 

Department of Education is reviewing the framework which will guide the new health 

education curriculum. 

o As a member of the State Board, Noureen had participated in the workgroup. 

o MSDE developed a survey for students to provide feedback on both the current and 

future curriculum.  The Council shared the survey link on the Facebook page. 

 Forum for Youth Investment, Ready by 21 Conference 

o Convened by the Forum for Youth Investment, the Ready by 21 National convening 

brings together hundreds of leaders in education, policymaking, advocacy, and 

out-of-school time from around the country who are working to get all young 

people ready by 21 – for college, work, and life 

o Noureen and Ms. Christina will be attending in April. 

 MASC Legislative Session 

o Due to time constraints, MASC was unable to vote on the final slate of legislative bills.  

The follow bills have been recommend for support: 

 The implementation of the Kirwan recommendations 

 HB 1/SB 1 – Built to Learn Act of 2020 

 HB 348/SB 267 – AP Opportunities Act of 2020 

 HB 208 – Public Schools – Provision of Menstrual Hygiene Products 

 HB 245 – Student Voter Empowerment Act of 2020 
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o These bill recommendations are in-line with MYAC’s legislative bill recommendations 

 Bill Updates from January Meeting 

o HB 1/SB 1 – Built to Learn Act 

 This bill had a very successful House hearing, many County Executives and 

Superintendents attended the hearing and provided testimony of support. 

 The Governor also submitted a letter of support. 

o HB 78 – Public Schools – Student Discipline Regulations – Remedial Measures 

 During the House hearing the only oral testimony was in opposition, including 

Advocates for Children and Youth and special education professionals 

 Opposition testimony praises the intent to have restorative disciplinary practices 

in schools, but believe that the language in this bill in not in alignment with best 

practice and will not have the intended effect in schools. 

o HB 15 – Public Schools – Student Health – Certificate of Dental Health 

 Bill had House hearing and has not moved out of committee 

o HB 26 – Attendance of Students – Lawful Absences – Mental Illness 

 This bill received an unfavorable report from the House committee and the will 

was withdrawn. 

 

Legislative Bill Discussion 

 HB 1300/SB 1000 – Blueprint for Maryland’s Future – Implementation (Support with 

Amendment) 

o Discussion 

 Anticipate a long amendment process, do not know how the bill will change 

throughout the remainder of the session, but know it will change 

  

o Amendments 

 Increase youth representation throughout the implementation 

 Clarification of power between the board and state board, making sure we know 

there rolls and responsibilities. 

o Will provide written and oral testimony at 2/17 bill hearing 

 HB 833 – Frederick County Board of Education – Student Member (Support) 

o The Council supported this bill in previous sessions and is in strong alignment with the 

Council’s values and legislative platform. 

o Malachi will provide oral testimony 

 SB 993/HB 1204 – County Boards and Public and Nonpublic Prekindergarten Programs and 

Schools – Discrimination – Prohibition (Support) 

o This bill puts into law what is existing guidance from MSDE 

o This bill also includes gender identity and sexual orientation as protected classes and is in 

alignment with the Council’s support of the new Education regulations with the inclusion 

of LGBTQ equity 

o Will provide written testimony 

 HB 245/SB 642 – Election Law – Institutions of Higher Education – Voter Registration and 

Voting by Students (Student Voter Empowerment Act of 2020) (Support) 

o The Council supported similar bills in previous sessions and the bill aligns with the 

legislative platform 

o The USM Student Council is in support with technical amendments 

 HB 208 – Public Schools – Provision of Menstrual Hygiene Products (Support) 

o Council believes this bill is addressing inequitable access of menstrual product for 

students.  Councilmembers noted that many young women miss school during their cycle 

and are losing important instruction time. 
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o The House hearing was held and the bill has not cross over into the Senate.  When a 

Senate hearing is scheduled, a written letter of support will be submitted. 

 SB 133/HB 769 – Education – High School Students – Graduation and Attendance Credit for 

Vocational Training (Support) 

o This bill puts into law current practices of the local school systems. 

o This bill is in alignment with the legislative priority and platform to increase access to 

career and technical education and non-college postsecondary opportunities. 

 HB 403/SB 903 – Immigration Enforcement – Public Schools, Hospitals, and Courthouses – 

Policies (Support) 

o This bill requires the Attorney General to develop police to limit immigration 

enforcement activities on the premises of Public Schools, Hospitals and Courthouses 

o Councilmembers believe that it is important that young people are in a safe environment 

to attend school and do not go to school in fear of immigration enforcement for 

themselves or members of their family 

o Councilmembers expressed concern for federal repercussions regarding withheld funding 

for limiting enforcement activities. 

o Vote: 

 10 – for 

 1 – against 

 4 - abstain 

 SB 299/HB 192 – Department of General Services – Energy-Conserving Standards (Maryland 

Sustainable Building Act of 2020) (Table) 

o The Council was unsure of the intent of the bill.  Bill summary notes concern of building 

lights on birds. 

o This bill has been introduced in previous sessions and has not moved out of committee 

and has been re-named each time. 

 HB 277/SB 367 – State Department of Education – Guidelines on Trauma-Informed Approach 

(Support) 

o This bill will establish the Trauma-Informed Schools Initiative and will train school staff 

on the trauma-informed approach 

o This bill is in alignment with the legislative priority 

 HB 338/SB 276 – Building Opportunity Act of 2020 

o This is an Administration bill, and is providing increase funding for public school 

construction. 

o Currently not clear on the differences to the Built to Learn Act and if both bills pass, can 

co-exist 

o Due to time constraints, the Council was unable to discuss the bill, Ms. Christina will 

schedule an online conference call, week or two before the hearing. 

o Ms. Christina will send a doodle poll for member’s availability. 

 

Announcements 

 Ms. Christin and Ms. Kate from the Maryland Dental Action Coalition have drafted an article for 

the Coalition’s Newsletter to discuss the importance of youth voice and engagement and what 

youth need to authentically engage.  Ms. Kate also shares her experiences working with her as an 

example of youth collaboration in action.  

 The Maryland Dental Action Coalition will be hosting a Statewide health summit in June.  They 

would like to have a youth-focused session and would be interested MYAC members or other 

youth organization members to attend.  Ms. Christina will share more information as available. 

 Youth Environmental Action Summit 
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o Marvin is on the Steering Committee for a local initiative called the Youth 

Environmental Action Summit. It's a program that brings together youth, educators, 

community leaders, NGOs, and businesses together for a one-day event to celebrate, 

elevate, and support young people's ideas for taking environmental action. 

o The 2020 Summit will take place on Thursday, March 12 from 9-2 at the Ward Museum 

in Salisbury, MD. 

o Last year we brought together almost 175 students and 50 mentors at YEAS. 

o We received 45 action project proposals, funded all logistically feasible proposals (43), 

and disseminated $12,000 into the hands of students to execute their projects. 

o Projects ranged from building community gardens to support the local foods movement, 

creating downtown Salisbury's first rooftop garden to address the urban heat island effect, 

and advocating for systems change at school, city, and county levels. 

 Ms. Christina will send out a GoogleForm for members to sign-up for upcoming bill hearings and 

drafting written testimony. 

 Reminder, the 2020-21 MYAC application will be available on March 1st.  Ms. Christina will 

share more information for members to support outreach efforts. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 4:00 PM 

https://www.yeasummit.org/
https://www.yeasummit.org/

