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General Meeting Minutes 
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In Attendance 
Council Members: 

Grace Acle (virtual) 

Zahra Allidina 

Noureen Badwi 

Ryan Blosser 

Nina Bundy 

Crisaly De Los Santos 

(virtual) 

Benjamin Forest 

Kamri Gooding 

Maggie Harkins 

Jesse Harris, Jr. 

Ian Herd 

Carmelli Leal 

Marvin Li (virtual) 

Maya Matava 

Malachi Macon (virtual) 

Kennedy Smith 

 

Guests: 

Alanna Biblow 

 

Staff: 

Christina Drushel Williams

 

Introduction 

● Meeting called to order at 1:05 pm 

● Members introduced themselves and shared something new they would like to do in the new year. 

● Approval of the minutes 

○ Recommendations for edits 

■ Take Carmelli off the attendance 

■ Add Marvin to the attendance 

■ Edit “voting” to “voted” 

● Ms. Christina urged councilmembers to sign the attendance sheet to ensure accurate attendance 

 

Updates 

 Local Children’s Cabinet Network Youth Engagement Webinar 

o Noureen and Ms. Christina participated in a webinar to discuss the importance of youth 

collaboration and how organizations and adult allies can support young people in their 

work. 

 Vaping Proposal 

o Ms. Christina had a call with the Maryland Department of Health about the Council’s 

vaping proposal and opportunities to collaborate.  The Department currently is 

developing public awareness materials for young people on vaping and would like the 

Council to provide feedback and guidance.  We will continue to collaborate and explore 

opportunities for funding. 

o Ms. Christina had a meeting with the Maryland Dental Action Coalition.  They are 

offering space in their newsletter to emphasize the benefits of working with young 

people.  Ms. Kate will also include her experiences working with the Council and show 

the impact on her work. 

 Ms. Christina will send out a documents for Councilmembers to submit quotes 

and comments to be included in the article. 

 Advocacy Day 
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o In the past the Council has hosted advocacy days for Council members to attend 

legislative proceedings, committee hearings, and meet with legislators 

o The Council has also encouraged members to attend MASC advocacy days, but with little 

success. 

o The Executive Board will discuss and plan advocacy day and share with the full council. 

 

2020 Legislative Session Bill Discussion 

 HB1/SB1 – Built to Learn Act of 2020 

o Need more information in order to make a more informed decision 

o Want to see the fiscal analysis 

o Motion by Ian to refer to the committee to monitor for more information 

 Second by Ryan 

 Unanimous Consent 

 HB15 – Public Schools – Student Health – Certificate of Dental Health 

o Discussion from the Council about the implications of this bill in regard to access and 

equity 

o Motion by Jesse to refer to the committee to call the Delegates office about the intentions 

of this bill  

 Second by Zahra 

 Ryan abstained, all others were in favor 

 HB26 – Attendance of Students – Lawful Absence – Mental Illness 

o Discussion on whether a diagnosis is needed for this to be in effect  

o Reach out to sponsor to see the intention? 

o Implication of separating mental illness and physical illness, why not include both in 

medical illness? 

o Reach out to MSDE if mental illness is inclusive under “sick days”? 

o Forces school boards to acknowledge mental illness 

o Ian moves to support the bill 

 Jesse seconds 

 Discussion around waiting instead  

 Favor: 1 

 Opposed: 8 

 Abstentions: 1 

o Ryan moves to refer to the legislative committee 

 Second from Carmelli 

 Unanimous consent 

 SB78 – Public Schools – Student Discipline Regulations – Remedial Measures 

o Ryan moves to table this bill and refer to the legislative committee 

 Nina seconded 

 Unanimous consent 

 

Vaping Discussion with Maryland Department of Health 

 Guest Speaker: Alanna Biblow, Coordinator, Health Communications Statewide Public Health 

Initiatives, Center for Tobacco Prevention and Control (CTPC) Presented about Young Adult 

Vaping Prevention Efforts. 
o Evolution of tobacco products 
o Baseline: tobacco is not safe 
o Data: cigarette use has gone down, vaping increasing among HS students from 2017-

2018 
o National College Health Assessment looks into college and university data 
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o Discussion around the social atmosphere and cultural changes 
o Different vaping products 
o Vaping primes the brain for more addiction 
o Younger people are more likely to get addicted 

 Councilmembers provided feedback on different campaign resources 

 

Announcements 

 Children’s Cabinet Liaisons 

o Council members were selected.  Ms. Christina is working with the agencies to identify 

all of the agency liaisons. 

o Ms. Christina will make the email introductions to members and agency liaisons as soon 

as identified. 

 Results and Indicators Survey 

o The State workgroup is re-issuing the survey for reach out to youth, African Americans, 

and men to complete the survey. 

o Ms. Christina will send out the survey for members to share with peers. 

o The survey will close on Friday, January 17, 2020. 

 Maryland Association of Student Councils 

o MASC’s Legislative Session will be on February 8, 2020. 

o Carmelli will report back to the Council on voted bill stances 

o The Council can then review bills to see if there are opportunities to support on another 

during session 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 3:57 PM 


