
wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ 
Management Boards



Á9:30ςIntroductions and Overview of the Day

Á9:45ςNational and State Data on Incarceration Boom and Impact on 

Children

Á10:15ςExamination of Promising Practices and Potential Interventions at 

Local Level

Á10:45ςQ & A Followed by Break

Á11:00ςFacilitated Small Group Discussions 

Á12:00ςSharing of Major Discussion Points and Inter-County 

Collaboration

Á12:30ςNext Steps and Adjournment



ÁThe trainee will become familiar with major national and state-
level data on the incarceration boom and its impact on families 
and communities.

ÁThe trainee will understand and discuss promising practices used 
to support children and families impacted by incarceration in other 
states and communities. This will be used as the basis for 
formulating an action plan to address the issue in their home 
jurisdiction.

ÁIn collaboration with other representatives from their jurisdictions, 
trainees will develop a list of potential interventions applicable to 
their community to be explored further as the LMB moves ahead 
in the planning process.

ÁTrainees will share ideas with others from neighboring jurisdictions 
in the event that a regional strategy could be developed.





Both charts from: National Research Council. 
The Growth of Incarceration in the United 

States: Exploring Causes and Consequences. 
Washington, DC: The National Academies Press, 

2014.



Almost entirely attributable to changes in 
policy:
Å The proliferation of mandatory minimum 

sentences, truth in sentencing laws, and 
άǘƘǊŜŜ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎέ ƭŀǿǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
average time served for almost all offense 
types.

Å The war on drugs led to unprecedented 
arrest rates for drug offenses, and the 
federal prison population is now roughly 
half due to drug-related crimes.

Å In Maryland, roughly 1/3 of prison admissions in FY14 were for drug 
offenses.

Å The rate of imprisonment per arrest increased for nearly all offenses, meaning 
that those who were arrested for nearly all crimes were more likely to serve time 
in prison. 

National Research Council. The Growth of Incarceration in the United States: Exploring Causes and Consequences. 
Washington, DC: The National Academies Press, 2014
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²ŜǎǘŜǊƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎ ²ƛƭŘŜƳŀƴΦ ά¢ƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǎǎ LƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. 621. No. 1 (2009).

National Research Council. The Growth of Incarceration in the United States: 
Exploring Causes and Consequences. Washington, DC: The National Academies 
Press, 2014.



National Research Council. The Growth of Incarceration in the United States: 
Exploring Causes and Consequences. Washington, DC: The National 
Academies Press, 2014.

Harlowe, Caroline. Education and Correctional Population. Washington, DC: 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2003.
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Glaze, Lauren. Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children. 
Washington, DC: The Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2008.

Å The graph above only includes children who have a parent currently 
incarcerated in jail or prison. When accounting for the number of children 
with a parent also on probation or parole (nearly 7 million adults), the number 
is much higher.

²ŜǎǘŜǊƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ ŀƴŘ .ŜŎƪȅ tŜǘƛǘΦ ά/ƻƭƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ /ƻǎǘǎΥ LƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
9ŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ tŜǿ /ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘǎΣ нлмлΦ



Disparities in the adult population obviously carry offer to the children of the 
incarcerated as well. 
Å More than one in nine black children have a parent in prison or jail, and 66% of 

those parents are incarcerated for non-violent crimes.

²ŜǎǘŜǊƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ ŀƴŘ .ŜŎƪȅ tŜǘƛǘΦ ά/ƻƭƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ /ƻǎǘǎΥ LƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
9ŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ tŜǿ /ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘǎΣ нлмлΦ



In 2007, the Bureau of Justice Statistics estimated:
Å 61.7% of females in state facilities were parents with an average of 2.25 children.
Å 51.2% of males in state facilities were parents with an average of 2.07 children.

Applying those numbers to the State facility and community supervision population:
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The most obvious result is a lost of 
immediate contact with the parent. A 
number of barriers arise, including:
Å Geographic distance and cost;
Å A lack of interest on the part of the 

caregiver in maintaining the 
relationship;

Å Sense of shame felt by parent.



Negative Behaviors
Å Difficult to isolate given the trying circumstances often already facing children 

in these families. However:
Å A number of studies tie parental incarceration to increased aggression, 

especially among boys with incarcerated fathers. 
Å A meta-analysis also underscored a clear connection between the 

incarceration of a parent and the development of anti-social behavior 
patterns.1

Å Also clear ties between recent incarceration and behavioral problems 
reported by teachers.2

Å There is some evidence that the incarceration of a parent is tied to poor 
academic outcomes, including dropping out altogether, although the 
research is admittedly still very limited.3

1aǳǊǊŀȅΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƴǘƛ-Social Behavior, Mental Health, Drug Use, and Educational 
tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ !ŦǘŜǊ tŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ LƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ Psychological Bulletin. 2012.
2Wildeman, Chris and Kristin Turney. Positive, Negative, or Null? The Effects of Maternal 
LƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊŀƭ tǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦFragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study. 2012.
3Murray, Joseph and David P. Farrington. The Effects of Parental Imprisonment on Children.
University of Chicago Press, 2008. 




